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The global Living Planet Index 2024
The Living Planet Index (LPI) tracks changes in the relative abundance of wild 
vertebrate species populations over time14. Relative abundance refers to the rate 
at which wildlife populations are changing over time, regardless of the size of that 
population. Populations may contain many individuals or very few: by measuring 
change in relative abundance, the LPI tracks the average trend rather than increases 
or declines in the total number of individual animals15. 

Despite 30 years of policy interventions to stop nature loss, the declines shown in 
previous reports continue. The global LPI 2024 shows a decrease of 73% between 
1970 and 2020 (range: -67% to -78%), representing an average annual decline of 2.6% 
(Figure 1.4). This means that over 50 years, the size of monitored wildlife populations 
in the LPI has reduced, on average, by almost three quarters. Almost 35,000 
population trends and 5,495 species are included in the LPI. These data are collected 
from monitoring sites around the world and include populations that are increasing, 
decreasing or stable over time. Not all the populations in the LPI are declining: many 
show positive or stable trends and this often varies according to the type of species 
and region of the world in which it lives16.

By monitoring changes in the size of animal populations over time, the LPI helps us 
understand the health of ecosystems. Trends in the abundance of populations, or 
how many individual animals there are of each species at a particular location, show 
how well ecosystems are functioning17. Stable populations in the long term provide 
resilience against disturbances like disease and extreme weather events. A decline 
in populations, as shown in the global LPI, decreases resilience and threatens the 
stability of the ecosystem18,19. 

This global index is an average of the three indices that measure changes in 
ecosystems on land, in our rivers and lakes, and at sea (Figure 1.4). These results 
indicate that nature is declining on average across all systems: terrestrial (69% decline 
(range: -55% to -79%), representing an average annual decline of 2.3%), freshwater 
(85% decline (range: -77% to -90%), representing an average annual decline of 3.8%) 
and marine (56% decline (range: -43% to -66%), representing an average annual 
decline of 1.6%).

Figure 1.4 (a) The global Living Planet Index from 1970 to 2020 based on 34,836 monitored populations of 5,495 
vertebrate species. The white line represents the index value, and the shaded areas represent the statistical uncertainty 
surrounding the value. 
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This means that over 
50 years, the size of 
monitored wildlife 
populations has reduced, 
on average, by almost 
three quarters.

Living Planet Index

Confidence limits

Den globale Living Planet-indeksen fra 1970 til 2020, basert på 34 836 overvåkede bestander av 5495 virveldyrarter. Den hvite linjen viser 
indeksverdien, og de skyggelagte områdene viser den statistiske usikkerheten rundt verdien. Graf: WWF’s 2024 Living Planet Report


